
Where are we?



General 
Agreements
• Commercial use of the term “permaculture” 

comes with 72-hour Permaculture Design 
Course (PDC) certificate 

• Development of Permaculture education 
vested in diploma holders and the College 
of Graduates

• Diploma process at least 2 years after PDC



Current reality

• Diversity of courses & diploma 
systems 

• Design Courses are adapted to suit 
local needs and conditions

• No copyright or trademark for the 
term “permaculture” exists

• Only moral rights & responsibilities



“Trophic levels”

?

Diploma/ToT

Advanced courses

72 hour PDC

Specialist/ Intermediate courses

Introduction to Permaculture

Informal talks, presentations, workshops etc.
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PDC

• International curriculum; developed by Pc 
Institute (Australia)

• Based on Designers Manual
• Originally 3 weeks
• Intended for itinerant teachers and 

consultants; “missionaries”
• Not designed as general-purpose course for 

individuals with their own 
gardens/land/projects  

• In practice used for different purposes



Association 
Recommendations

• See Permaculture Teachers’ Guide – review is 
needed

• Permaculture Teachers take on Diploma 
Pathway

• Diploma holders can lead courses
• Apprentice teachers work with diploma 

holders
• PDC Certificate award criteria:

• 70% attendance
• Participation in design exercise & 

presentation



Association 
Outcomes

1. Individuals and groups have better access 
to advice, support, information and training 
about the theory and practice of permaculture 
and related subjects

2.Individuals, projects and partners are better 
able to share resources and practical solutions, 
and collaborate on projects.

3. Civil society, specific sectors and professions 
understand the value of the permaculture 
design approach in relation to their activities



Quality Assurance

• Essential for PDC & Diploma
• Diploma QA: remit of IDDT
• PDC QA: no current authority

• Association is default arbiter of complaints

• PDC accreditation:
• Currently available via Open College Network
• 4 units x 3 credits at level 3



Market Context 

• Demand growth
• New PDC providers in 'market'
• Demand for accredited courses
• Learner feedback mainly positive
• Legislation (e.g. PTLLS)
• International standards/discourse
• Teachers' meeting 2008
• LAND project: funding & targets



Market Context
Permaculture 
Courses

Year Intro 
courses

PDC Specialist courses 
& events

Total PDC 
Graduates

2006 – 07 29 31 100 160 315

2007 – 08 60 34 139 233 340

2008 – 09 59 24 154 237 402



Market Context



Teaching 
Community 
 Diverse skills & experience
 Loose, informal network:

– Dynamic/responsive
– Disconnected/isolated
– Little support (CPD, PTLLS, QA)
– Piecemeal course development

 Emergence of teaching teams
 Teaching capacity growth:

– Meeting demand growth?



Anything else?

What other factors are influencing 
us?



Points from the 
floor
• Huge growth in interest in sustainability

• How do we compare?

• How do we link with related disciplines

• No market research (Use apple model!)

• Lack of shared/common course evaluation method or common goal

• “Maverick route” allows some teachers into teaching

• Horizontal exchange/informal learning

• Credit crunch

• Online course fell by wayside

• IfL – difficult to fit in –  mainstream ed. language unfamiliar
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